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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Richmond, VA
September 19, 2007
1535 - 1555
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS –Dennis Carney, EPA & Dave Ormes, USCG D5 – Region III
AGENDA:

· Workgroup Meeting Reports

· Proposed January 2008 RRT III Training Worksheet

· Standing Meeting Schedule

HANDOUTS:

· Executive Committee (EC) Agenda, September 19, 2007
MEETING NOTES:

Workgroup Meeting Reports
· Wildlife Response Workgroup – nothing new to report
· Information Management Workgroup – nothing to report
· NRDA Workgroup – nothing to report
· Training Workgroup – the training workgroup re-established the various training focus groups that oversaw the future training and education opportunities within the various workgroups and for the RRT membership.  The focus groups met and brain-stormed over future training topics to be addressed by the RRT.  The workgroup co-chairs will develop a comprehensive list of the decisions made by the focus groups and will get it to the chairs of the other workgroups.  We will use some of the decision-making following this training workgroup meeting to identify training and education opportunities for the January 2008 meeting and in the future.
· Spill Response Workgroup – nothing to report
Standing Meeting Schedule 

The RRT co-chairs were requesting that all members stay for the entire standing meeting to provide a large audience for our guest speakers.  We cut the meeting shorter so that to allow the members to leave early in the afternoon.  Catherine Pomerantz (FEMA) made the recommendation that all presentations be conducted at the beginning of the Standing Meeting to allow the speakers to get their presentations done quickly and allow them to leave or remain for the rest of the meeting.
Other Issues / News

The RRT coordinators reported that the preferred January 2008 meeting city (Alexandria, VA) is significantly outside of the government perdiem rates. Alexandria and the surrounding National Capitol Region area are very expensive.  Linda Baines (USCG RRT Coordinator) will try and re-negotiate rates but it is unlikely that we will be able to find a location in the general area that will be amenable to our budget requirements.  Several recommendations in the area to check for availability included Fredericksburg, VA or Towson, MD.  The RRT Coordinators will research alternate locations and will notify the Executive Committee with the options.  We are still trying to conduct the meeting on the 29-30 of January, 2008 with the 15-17th of January as the alternate date.
Catherine Pomerantz (FEMA) asked if the RRT had a policy relative to the use of membership’s email distribution list.  Can we use the normal email list to pass information that might be of interest to the audience, like when FEMA is advertising for the 36 open positions that are to be established within FEMA Region III?  The Co-Chairs determined that as long as the email is something that affects the membership, it is okay to send out job announcements.
The meeting was adjourned at 1355.

