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Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting

Rehoboth Beach, DE
May 23, 2007
0810 - 0830
CHAIRPERSON:  Alan Williams, MDE
MEETING NOTES:

Alan Williams opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.
Maryland

Alan Williams stated that the Governor of Maryland recently appointed a new secretary to the Department of the Environment, Ms. Sherry Wilson, a long-term affiliate with the department.  Many of the wildlife issues being addressed by MDE include:
1. Commercial harvesting of terrapins for sale in Japan and China - The Governor just signed a bill preventing this export.  

2. Environmentalists and sportsmen have joined forces to prevent overdevelopment in western Maryland.  Overdevelopment is occurring quickly; there is no consideration for the local resources.  Jonathan McKnight of the Heritage Foundation is working with the environmentalists and sportsmen to develop a prevention plan.  

3. A recent announcement detailed the expulsion of all nutria in the blackwater tidelands.  
4. Recent tests have shown that Maryland’s Companion Pet strategy will be effective during power outages.  

5. This fall, port officials will join the Coast Guard, the Environmental Protection Agency and the private sector in a training exercise called "Nautical Shield 2007." In the scenario, a simulated chemical will be released during a terrorist attack and the various parties will respond.  Mr. Williams says he is very interested to see how the Maritime Committee and the Area Committee will coordinate and work together under this project.  

Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research Society (Tri-State) 
· The Tri-State area does not have many environmental concerns to report. Recently, they participated in a small spill on the Manasquan River, in New Jersey.  The spill was handled with the help of the community and is now not much of a problem. 
· The 9th International Effects of Oil on Wildlife (EOW) Conference will be held on June 25 - 29 2007 at the Monterey Plaza Hotel in Monterey, California. 
Pennsylvania 

· In Pennsylvania, there were several spills of some importance, but there were no great impacts on local wildlife. 

Virginia

· Virginia DEM’s wildlife and domestic animal strategy can be found on their webpage at:  http://www.vaemergency.com/prepare/pets/index.cfm. 
Delaware 

· There is nothing new on the wildlife front in Delaware.
West Virginia
· The main concern of West Virginia wildlife is that some deer have been found to have chronic wasting disease, mostly in Hampshire County.  

· Additionally, VA DEP had to deal with an infected turkey farm.  The state plan was enacted for the destruction and containment of this avian disease.  We found that our plan would not be effective were more than one individual farm involved.  The existing 

Washington, DC

· As with Delaware, there is nothing new relative to wildlife issues in the district.

ACTION ITEMS:   
Mr. Williams asked the membership to consider the following and provide him with your responses.
1. Name any specific actions that the Planning Section should include in the IAP to protect shorebirds and horseshoe crabs and their habitats
2. Name any specific assistance that the RRT II/III should offer to the COTP to protect shorebirds

The Wildlife Response Workgroup Meeting adjourned at 0830.

