Oceania Regional Response Team

 Meeting Minutes August 2005
Wednesday, August 24, 2005
PJKK Federal Bldg. 9th Floor USCG Conf. Room

300 Ala Moana Blvd., Honolulu
Welcome and announcements from Co-Chairs:

CAPT Paula Carroll, U.S. Coast Guard;  and Kathryn Lawrence, U.S. EPA

State and local agency updates
· Hawaii State and Civil Defense Agency: Clarice Chung discussed training sessions including the Hazardous Materials Emergency Planning (HMEP) , Initial Technician Certification (ITC), Annual Refresher Training, HazMat training, Radiological, and Incident Commander Training.  Also, the State Civil Defense Website has exercise schedule and information about Pacific Homeland Security Conference
· Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources provided no comments (no one in attendance). 

· Honolulu Local Emergency Planning Committee Update 

Leland Nakai of Oahu Civil Defense Agency, LEPC Coordinator 
· Unknown Vial Removal on Oahu (March, 2005): The Civil Defense was heavily involved in removing the vial.  The 93rd Civil Support Team barreled the vials then the Honolulu Fire/ HazMat conducted sweeps of the house and property

· Photos were shown and discussion of the methyl bromide issue: Responders from Aberdeen came with gear and used a non-invasive method for naming chemicals by using a laser detecting infrared spectra.

National Response Team

Joe Lafornara, NRT Executive Director
· The NRT meeting time is now held at 1 PM Eastern Time (to better accommodate West Coast and Hawaii work schedules)
· The are proposed two new NRT members:  DHS Secretary office and representation from the Chemical Safety Board

· There is a new subcommittee on WMD

· Homeland Security Council designates NRT as workgroup specifically for Emergency Support Function #10
· National Incident Management System (NIMS)
· TOPOFF exercise lessons learned database on Web site
· National Response Center will become known as National Reporting Center

· Other 14 ESFs response from NRT on Interagency Incident Management Group
DOH HEER Office Update -- Curtis Martin 
· Casitas Incident

· There was a small sheen on DLNR land
· Cylinder removal on Sand Island 
· Matson Exercise: non-tank vessel requirements
· Oil spill response requirements

Overview of EPA’s Homeland Security Program- John Kennedy
· EPA’s Environmental Radiation Ambient Monitoring System is now Radnet
DHS Protected Infrastructure Information Program- Richard “Scott” Mitchem
· The Protected Critical Infrastructure Information (PCII) Program was created to enable the private sector to provide sensitive information to the government voluntarily.  These information are protected from the public though the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), and other State and local sunshine laws. 

· Information is safeguarded by the PCII Program Office.  When information is submitted for review, the PCII office will allow access to it only by authorized and trained people. It will only be used for homeland security purposes and is only circulated only within government entities.
· Submitted information must include an Express Statement that requests CII protection for information and can be submitted electronically

· Companies should share critical infrastructure information to provide more details that can lead to a more informed picture of interdependencies and vulnerabilities within the nation

· Government entities can participate in the program by first receiving accreditation which involves appointing a PCII Officer and a commitment to abide by regulations. 
Dept. of Homeland Security:  Overview of State and Local Government Coordination and Preparedness ; Overview of how organized- John Carnegis, DHS, by conference call from Washington, D.C.

(Changes have been made, and the exact details will be provided in October)
· There are 56 jurisdictions, 2 grant modes, Homeland Security provides planning, equipping and exercising
· Fifty largest urban areas 

· Grants for mass transit are competitive rights now
· Task force is greatly challenged in Western region so must get training and exercise fuller potential 

· Bill Powers for the Pacific Islands 

· Provide a list of key players to Bill Powers and John Carnegie (email: Billy.Powers@dhs.gov or call (202)786-9815)
· Protection Security Advisor Maritime security advisor- there are 68 around the country; PSAs team will be doing a fuel assessment 
· Buffer Zone Protection Plan 
USCG’s Port Security Program- LT Brian Murphy
· Ports, Waterways and Coastal Security Development Plan
· Maritime Homeland Security

· Operation Neptune Shield

· Coast Guard Authority

· Ports Waterways Safety Act

· Organization of Sector Honolulu: Sector Commander, Captain of the Port (COTP), FOSC, Search and Rescue

· Logistics, Response, Prevention

· Incident Management Division/ Enforcement Division

· Prevention Department: Vessel Inspection, Regional Exam Center, Port Safety Control
· Motor life boat, 24 hour response boat

· National Neighborhood Watch Program for outreach and awareness: 1-877-24WATCH (National Response Center) –American Samoa would need to call the 202 number

· Multi-agency cooperation: Customs/Border Patrol, Police Department, DLNR

· The DHS exercise in Guam is February 2006- consultants are designing it (lessons learned)
· Guam Civil Defense has 8 responders; Guam EPA has backed off for energy response and will provide only technical assistance

· Bob Brown, GSA: 

· Federal Supply Service and Federal Technology Service will be combined into Federal Acquisition Service

· Possible R11 next year

· Ken Chin, FEMA Region 9 at his last ORRT meeting;  is in current job until October 7, 2005

American Samoa / Territorial Emergency Management Coordinating Office Update –Taga Tauofe
· Typhoon Olaf was a category 5 hurricane.  There were no deaths and no critical injuries reported.  Neil Johnson of FEMA Region 9 was there at the time and helped get the pre-declaration from the President.  

· Debris recovery and landfill issues
· Taga Tauofe commended the USCG for helping to bring emergency supplies  

ORRT group photo taken at Federal Courtyard Fountain prior to lunch
Presentation of Casitas Incident- George Butler, U.S. Coastguard CDR
· CAPT Brown was the FOSC and the strategic objectives of the marine environmental response were to: ensure safe operations, safely remove the ship from the reef, minimize environmental damage, develop contingencies for potential releases, customize response organization, document response; tactical objectives

Federal Agency Program Updates 

ATSDR, USDA, NOAA, DOD-Navy, DOE, DOI, DOJ/FBI, DOL, OSHA, FEMA, GSA, EPA R9, EPA ERT, USCG D14 and Honolulu Sector, USCG PST

· Karen Rosa, USFWS

· CMDR Anthony Lloyd from Pacific Strike Team PST: pre-positioned equipment (was at Midway, now at Barber’s Point),  in Guam and Hawaii

· Cynthia Pang, US Navy DOD 

· Kris McElwee, NOAA: There will be a vessel grounded workshop next spring

· Chris Curatilo, USCG: 

· Five vessels in Kauai, abandoned since 2003 “decided” to sink 

· U.S. Coast Guard ACP is on a 5-year rewrite cycle.  The Guam/CNMR, Hawaii, and American Samoa annexes are being rewritten

· CDC dangerous cargo plans and state enforcement

· ICS/NIMS: 100, 200, 700 and 800 (10-16 hours have to be completed)

· Have six months to complete the ICS 300 3-day instructor course
· Kathryn Lawrence, U.S.EPA 
USEPA’s prevention and preparedness team will be offering CAMEO, and HDOT/EPCRA training, on each primary Hawaiian island in the next week; Keith Takata,  Superfund Director and Nancy Ward, FEMA R9 took Principal Federal Official (PFO) training recently. 

EPA has developed ICS 300-400 series class, more than just OSC’s, but includes executive managers (mentioned by Joe Lafornara)
Associate ORRT Member Updates: PRiMO, UC Davis, Hawaii Wildcare (time allowed)
Thursday, August 25, 2005

Clean Islands Council/ Marine Spill Response Corporation
179 Sand Island Access Road, Honolulu

Welcome and Introductions- ORRT Co-Chairs
Tour of Clean Islands Council (CIC) and facility; Presentation about CIC by Kim Beasley, CIC :

· Aerial dispersants

· IC tour: SCAT packages

· Hawaii Area Contingency Plan: Oiled Wildlife Section Replacement, Geographic response strategies for Pearl Harbor, in CD and DVD format
· Hawaii Dispersant Delivery Capabilities: current vs. proposed programs

· issue about fire retardants, air/water, 

· helicopter can’t refuel in the field, must be at an airport

Overview of Recent Emergency Responses in Hawaii and Pacific Territories –EPA OSC Chris Weden 
· Emergency Response: Guam facility near the town of Mangelow- unknown pesticides found in June 2005

· Northern Marianas College: Superfund removal, outdated lab chemicals, near the town of San Jose, Saipan

· SPCC Inspections/FRP exercises: Saipan, Tinian and Rota (Peter Reich is the lead)

· Guam

· Shell
· Mobile/Exxon

· SPCC (Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures)
· Unexploded ordnance off Asan Beach, National Park Service Prospects

· Loran Station, Cocos Island (Half a resort)

· American Samoa-PCB transformers at the hospital

Update on Wailua River/ Kauai oil spills; Vessel Pollution Enforcement Training- 
U.S. Coast Guard/ U.S. EPA

· DLNR paying for cleanup of 5 Kauai vessels on Wailua River;

· Bob Kaplan, Vessel Pollution Enforcement Training at USCG, Sand Island (in development; class subsequently postponed to 2006)
· DDH sets penalties for cruise ship pollution law

Overview of EPA’s Emergency Response Program- Peter Guria

· Enforcement and response operations section

· We have Interagency Agreement with Pacific Strike Team
· Mobile Command Post was used on some inland oil spill response

· OSC decision making process
· Regional Response Center now called Emergency Operations Center;  functions as a call center 
· Preservation Aviation cleanup cost the EPA about 5 million dollars

· Core Emergency Response needs backup regions

Achieving ORRT Strategic Plan Milestones: Writing 2005 Annual Report, Filing Lessons Learned, Providing FOSC Training, Reviewing Spill Response Guidelines, Identifying Places of Refuge

Working Lunch
Overview and tutorial of ORRT Web page and Quickplace- Kay Lawrence
· Need partnership link for PST and Clean Islands Council (CIC) 

· Include minutes and presentations in the “library”
· Bob Brown reported that OMB requires Disaster Management Information System (DMIS) those with a response role by September 30

· Use yahoo commercial for Casitas incident photos

Federal Agency Program Updates (Finish)

· Navy Pearl Harbor training
· Guam Homeland Security exercise, Industry led

· For ORRT Strategic Plan, USCG is lead looking at #3 and #5, and EPA is looking at #1, #2, #4
Confirm Schedule for FY 2006 ORRT Meetings

· Thursday, December 8: ORRT End-of Year all jurisdictions conference call (subsequently postponed until Jan. 17, 2006).
· March 2006 (?):  ORRT  executive secretariat; annual PRIMO meeting in March;   Conference call with Guam Homeland Security in February about TOPOFF 4 (?)
· May 2006 (early- to –middle of the month):  ORRT and FEMA RISC meetings combined in Honolulu (subsequently cancelled due to budget constraints and response to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita).
· September 2006: American Samoa Disaster Preparedness Month  (October subsequently requested by TEMCO for ORRT meeting)
· January 2007 (?):  Guam/Saipan ORRT meeting (?)- Guam tabletop exercise in preparedness for TOPOFF4 (?)
ORRT Follow-up Actions and Closing Remarks
Attendance List for Oceania Regional Response Team Meeting August 24 – 25, 2005 

(attendance on one or both days of meeting; in alphabetical order)

Rick Alumbaugh

U.S. Coast Guard

Mike Ardito


U.S. EPA

Kim Beasley


Clean Islands Council

Bob Brown


Government Services Administration

CDR George Butler

U.S. Coast Guard, Honolulu Sector

Kenneth Chin


FEMA / DHS

Bob Caplan


U.S. EPA Pacific Rim Environmental Resource Center

CAPT Paula Carroll

U.S. Coast Guard

Michael Cornell

U.S. Department of Energy

Terrence Chu


Federal Bureau of Investigation, Honolulu

Clarice Chung


Hawaii State Civil Defense Agency

Terry Corpus


Hawaii Dept. of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency 




Response

LCDR Chris Curatilo

U.S. Coast Guard

Pete Guria


U.S. EPA (Emergency Response)
Bud Johnson


U.S. Coast Guard

John Kennedy


U.S. EPA (Homeland Security)
Dr. Joe Lafornara

National Response Team, Executive Director, U.S. EPA

Kathryn (Kay) Lawrence
U.S. EPA

CDR Anthony Lloyd

U.S. Coast Guard, Pacific Strike Team

Jim MacAulay


FEMA / DHS

Curtis Martin


Hawaii Dept. of Health, Hazard Evaluation and Emergency






Response

Kris McElwee


NOAA Office of Response and Restoration

Richard Scott Mitchum
DHS / Protective Security Advisor

LT Brian Murphy

U.S. Coast Guard / Honolulu Sector

Leland Nakai


Oahu Civil Defense Agency / Honolulu LEPC 

Cynthia Pang


U.S. Navy On-Scene Coordinator

Robert Rath


RATH Response

Lance Richman

U.S. EPA

Karen Rosa


Dept. of Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
John Seltenright

Marine Spill Response Corporation 

Taga Tauofe


American Samoa TEMCO

Michael Underhill

Dept. of Justice

Chris Weden


U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator

Mary Wesling


U.S. EPA 

Janice Witul


U.S. EPA

