Oceania Regional Response Team

Standing Meeting Minutes 
July 21, 2009
PJKK Federal Building

9th Floor Executive Conference Room

Honolulu, HI
Attendees:

	Honolulu  
	San Francisco  

	Craig Benson – USEPA

Amy Cocanour – USCG Sector Honolulu
Chris Curatilo – ERRG

Jeff Farris – HFD

Beth Flint – USFWS 

Scott Godwin – NOAA 

Erik Iwanaga – US Army

Josh Laker – USCG Sector Honolulu
Mark Macovitz – USCG D14
CAPT William Marhoffer – USCG D14
Curtis Martin – DOH
Dan Meer – USEPA 

Scott Mitchem – DHS/PSA
Jeff Phillips – USFWS 
Lance Richman – USEPA Region 9 
Elizabeth Robnett – ERRG
Chris Sholes – DOD 

David Smith – SCD

Thomas Song – USCG 
Blair Sweigart – USCG 

Chris Weden – USEPA

Ruth Yender – NOAA SSC
LCDR Joe Zwack – USCG D14 MEP

	Michael Ardito – USEPA
Jeanne Franken – DOJ 
JoAnne Hanson – USCG PST
Janis Heple – UC Davis

Robert Knowles – ATSDR
Kathryn Lawrence – USEPA
John McCarroll – USEPA

Alvan Phillip – USDOL/OSHA

Patricia S. Port –DOI/OEPC

Norwood Scott – USEPA

Guam 
Bruce Best – TADEO/PEACESAT U of Guam
LT Stacey Crecy – USCG D14 DRAT
Michael Gawel – GEPA

Chip Guard – NOAA - NWS

Paul Kemp – GWA
American Samoa 
Judy McCoy – ASDHS

Samoa 
Anthony Talouli – SPREP
Navy SUPSALV  

Ron Worthington

Kemp Skudin


Meeting Started at 1210 Hawaii Standard Time:  VTC locations in San Francisco, American Samoa, and Guam.  Phone-ins from Samoa and Washington DC.
Introduction from Co-Chairs:

Dan Meer, USEPA
CAPT Bill Marhoffer, USCG D14 Prevention
Welcoming Comments:

CAPT Bill Marhoffer

CAPT Conklin Appreciation Presentation:
On behalf of the ORRT, CAPT Marhoffer recognized CAPT Christopher Conklin for his past service as Co-Chair of the ORRT.  Dan Meer presented CAPT Conklin with an award on behalf of USEPA.  Mr. Meer recognized that, although he has worked with several co-chairs (due to continuing uniform service rotation within the military), it was a pleasure to work with CAPT Conklin – citing him as “good natured, good counsel, and good leadership.”  CAPT Conklin graciously accepted the award and noted that working with the ORRT was one of his better USCG experiences, having given him a chance to learn so much and see so much progress. 

(1223) Updates from the USCG Co-Chair CAPT Bill Marhoffer
· There have been several accomplishments over the last few months, relating especially to long-term activities.  For example, ORRT met with SPREP, after which both groups characterized their relationship as healthy and committed that they are excited to continue.

· Participation by all of the members in the training subcommittee has been languishing since our last ORRT meeting.  We need to renew our commitment to making training available.  There are many requests for training, but not enough people with the proper qualifications taking on the task of putting it together. 
Updates from USEPA Co-Chair  Dan Meer
· Craig Benson in now the OSC, Southern California/Arizona Supervisor, and will report to the Section Chief Harry Allen.
· Regional grouping 8, 9, and 10 (Denver, San Francisco, and Seattle, respectively) is working on an exercise to put into action the current Earthquake Plan, which is an example of executing a multiregional exercise; it is scheduled for September 2009.  An effort needs to be made to reach out to our states ESF 10 functions.  In some cases, FEMA and the environmental side (USEPA) are not communicating or coordinating well enough; the first meeting to mitigate this issue took place in California, while the next meeting will be held in Clark County, Nevada.
Updates from Co-Coordinators:
LCDR Joe Zwack, USCG D14 Prevention, Marine Environmental Protection
Lance Richman, USEPA Region 9, Emergency Preparedness and Prevention 
(EX) USS CHEHALIS Way Forward (Sector Honolulu) - LCDR Zwack
Phase I of the recovery is complete.  Forty dives at a 160-foot depth to survey oil inventory: 65,000 gallons of aviation gas and 7,000 gallons of diesel remain. Once the FOSC is finished with digesting the USN post-survey report and the NEPA assessment, there will be another gathering on the matter.  For now, CDR Amy Cocanour will be presenting on the CHEHALIS later in this meeting. 
April 2009 American Samoa standing meeting minutes - Lance Richman
The meeting minutes from the last ORRT meeting are still under review, but they will be able to be viewed online soon.  Mr. Richman hopes to also include the information from the SPREP meeting.
April 2009 SPREP engagement in Apia, Western Samoa - LCDR Zwack
Many thanks to Anthony Talouli of SPREP for inviting the Co-Coordinators to Samoa to discuss SPREP’s role with the ORRT last April.  The intention is to continue to invite SPREP to the ORRT Standing Meeting in American Samoa every April. 
September 14-16 Clean Pacific Conference, Portland, OR - CAPT Marhoffer
This conference will be response-related, with several sidebar sessions to cover more specific information. 
November 13, 2009 ORRT standing meeting in Saipan:  schedule and training - Lance Richman
Tentative date for the next standing ORRT meeting in Saipan is November 13, 2009 (Saipan time zone), so for American Samoa, Honolulu, and San Francisco sites, the meeting will be on November 12.  Please provide any training or presentation requests you might have as soon as they arise; please note that there will be no training on November 11 due to Veteran’s Day.
USS PORT ROYAL grounding:  discussions and ICS workshop July 22 - Lance Richman
There will be a meeting tomorrow, beginning at 9 AM, with the USN, USCG, NAVFAC, USEPA, ORRT, and other agencies to discuss the PORT ROYAL grounding incident.  This will also give the USN the opportunity to request and be involved in “ICS For Executives” level training if necessary.
Status of Oceania Regional Contingency Plan:  Update by Chris Curatilo, ERRG
Of 11 ORCP appendices, 2 are complete.  Mr. Curatilo will meet with the Guam EPA and other agencies, including several from CNMI, to discuss the in-situ burn and dispersant applications in the region.  ERRG is hoping for an April 2010 completion date for all of the ORCP appendices.  CAPT Marhoffer interjected that it is a lack of accessible resources during an incident that makes the ORCP so important. 
Status of ORRT Training Sub-Committee – Janis Heple, UC Davis
· Ms. Heple held meetings with several groups (Guam, American Samoa, USCG) regarding their training needs primarily revolving around hazardous materials.  However, she is having difficulty holding phone meetings with so many people in different time zones.  She would like to figure out a way to pull this information (HazMat needs) together more efficiently.  CAPT Marhoffer asked whether this request was general or more so geared to the upcoming meeting in Saipan.  Ms. Heple replied that, while she was speaking generally, we should taper this to the CNMI meeting for now.
· LCDR Zwack added that although the trainings held in the past were good, we need to continue to push them at all of our venues.  Anthony Talouli from SPREP offered his assistance to the committee, especially if it would further the joint efforts during equipment deployment and oil spill disasters.  Chris Weden from USEPA brought Judy McCoy (ASDHS) into the conversation to find out their training needs.  Would it be helpful to send someone out to conduct ICS training concurrently with the Pesticide Amnesty Training?  Ms. McCoy stated that during Kim Beasley’s ICS refresher course it was clear to her that most of the attendees did not have a firm grasp of the ICS framework to build upon, and that it would be very helpful to have this training.  Mr. Weden believes that this can be arranged and will look for assistance.  Ms. McCoy also mentioned that “train the trainer” ICS would helpful to have the capability to hold trainings in American Samoa more frequently and at a lesser expense.  LCDR Zwack pointed out that plenty of people (USCG and private) can conduct the training, but we need to identify funding.
· CAPT Marhoffer asked for the training situation in Guam.  Guam is well trained on Homeland Security trainings.  CAPT Marhoffer observed that Homeland Security and Civil Defense have been taking on coordinator roles.
Recent Palau Oil Exploration Activities - LCDR Zwack
For the past 4-5 years, Palau has been looking for offshore oil opportunities.  CAPT Marhoffer cited an USFWS news article regarding Palau’s offshore drilling.  A task force is looking into logistics and preparation, but there is no report out yet.  ORRT has questions about the potential impacts that oil exploration may have on Palau.  The request for assistance is likely to go directly to USEPA and USCG if an release should occur.  CAPT Marhoffer will be in Palau in November and will be looking for information to report back to the committee.
ORRT member and notification phone list update – Lance Richman

This ever-changing list is hard to keep up with, so please help get your information back to the contractors.

Hawaii Hurricane Operations Plan and Makani Pahili 2009 exercise – Lance Richman

ORRT was not part of the Makani Pahili exercise, but there were members engaged.  It is a great exercise though, and the FEMA Hurricane Operations Plan will be made available.
Federal Agency Program Updates

NOAA:  Ruth Yender, Scientific Support Coordinator for the Northwest & Oceania

From a response perspective, NOAA has provided technical support for harbor mystery sheens, the CHEHALIS, the sailing vessel grounding on Rose Atoll, and the PORT ROYAL incident, which is of particular interest to NOAA.
NOAA is helping Guam with the NPREP, having just finished up with the FOSC Representative training with CG Sector Honolulu in June.  CAPT Marhoffer gave special thanks to NOAA for their June support.
DOI:  Patricia Port, Regional Environmental Officer
· Ms. Port commended Dan Meer for the excellent training that DOI received from USEPA.
· DOI worked on the Makana Pahili, looking at ESF 11 from a local stand point (natural, cultural, and historic).  They took a look at what the Hawaii office would do 30 days after a hurricane struck in terms of Natural Resource Damage.  Ms. Port felt that the resources obtained on the state side were not sufficient.  The ESF’s did not marry up well, and there were problems with spatial constrains. 

Ms. Port would also like to encourage everyone to take the online FEMA courses 100/200 and integrate natural and cultural resources as part of local trainings as much as possible.
DHS:  Scott Mitchem, Protective Security Advisor
· On the infrastructure protection side, the DHS is keen on identifying key resources to help the state identify impacts at the local level.  They are working on a new program to enhance national infrastructure protection.  The Enhanced Critical Infrastructure Protection Initiative is not regulatory, but will support local response identify hazardous materials in local facilities.

· Mr. Mitchem will be traveling to Guam and Saipan to meet with some advisors in early August, then to American Samoa in late August.

· Dan Meer wanted to know if there was any move to regulate.  CFATS is a regulatory program.  It should be touching on other thresholds, on multiple levels; for example, what might terrorists use?  We want to attempt to share information that will minimize the dangers on scene.  The Enhanced Critical Infrastructure Initiative has worked with some refineries to update portions of their plans.
DOJ:   Jeanne Franken 
The office is working on maritime litigation, but Ms. Franken does not feel there is anything to add to the meeting.
Regional and State agency updates:
Hawaii Department of Health:  Curtis Martin, DOH - HEER

· OSCs from 4 states have been working together on small spills, abandon drums, sheens, etc., nothing Mr. Martin would call notable.
· On June 5, 2009, a fire at Schnitzer Steel Oahu, resulting from a lit accelerant in the center of a pile of materials, is suspected to be caused by arson.  Because the local Fire Department has been requested at this facility on seven occasions over a short amount of time, it would be advisable to come up with a contingency plan specific to this site.  At this point, Schnitzer is not in compliance with the terms of their permit; there needs to be a change to the conditions of their permit that would provide for things such as response vehicle space.  Although Schnitzer Steel is a SuperFund site in Washington State, they have not been shut down at this point because of the quantity of materials on site that would need to be disposed of.  Dan Meer added that these facilities do not get inspected often enough, leading to major issues, which the state inevitability must deal with.  He asked that an order be issued to inspect said facilities more often.
American Samoa DHS/Territorial Emergency Management Coordinating Office:  Judith McCoy, TEMCO 

· Ms. McCoy is excited to report that American Samoa DHS says funding is finally coming at the end of a 29 month funding freeze.

· With Janis Heple from UC Davis, they have been able to pull together a very helpful discussion on HazMat awareness, ICS Command courses, and available courses through Texas A&M.  American Samoa is undergoing WMD operations training at the airport, trying to get a lot done with limited resources.

Guam Environmental Protection Agency:  Michael Gawel, Chief Planner
· CAPT Marhoffer updated Michael Gawel on the meeting thus far; Mr. Gawel apologized for being tardy due to technical difficulties.  CAPT Marhoffer asked if Mr. Gawel would be able to identify any valuable training that could be added to the next standing meeting in November.  Mr. Gawel stated he is expecting training from Lance Richman on EIA process and EIS reviews.  They really appreciate any training they can get, and they have put in a request for oiled wildlife training from USFWS.
· A lot is happening next week in Guam:  they will be going through joint radiation training with the USN and USEPA due to recent concerns.  They will also be completing the annual sampling of the tissue from several live organisms.  Chris Curatilo will be traveling to Guam to discuss dispersants and in-situ burns.  Lance Richman is also scheduled to arrive to discuss EPCRA activities.  Upcoming exercises in the harbor, including the NPREP in September, will get a lot of response groups involved.

· A concern remains with the DOD buildup of 8,000 new people, and the infrastructure it requires.  DOD is currently working on an EIS that should describe the increased risks that might occur.  This will be discussed further during the ORRT standing meeting in Saipan.  At this time, the release of the EIS is scheduled for January 2010, but there is work to be done on it and Mike Gawel would like to discuss this with Lance Richman.  Although construction cannot commence until the EIS is complete, and there have been rumors of the EIS completion date slipping to June 2010, the Japanese company performing the construction has not provided any plans for construction. 
CAPT Marhoffer inquired about the Joint Guam Program Office, and Chip Guard said that they are working with FEMA and Guam Homeland Security on a Typhoon Plan. 

Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environmental Programme (SPREP): Anthony Talouli, Marine Pollution Adviser

The Joint Council meeting took place 2 weeks ago in Suva – a few activities will come to SPREP and the co-function will go to SPC.  The new Director for SPREP is Mr. David Sheppard.
· Pacific Ocean Pollution Prevention Programme Review – Pacific Countries Port Association in Kiribati reports that Fiji has removed several vessels and Cook Island is developing a plan to improve imports.  The Cook Island plans may create more pollution issues.  There is a concern that increased shipping will lead to the generation of waste and other threats. 

· Thanks to Lance Richman for all of his assistance through the ORRT.

· SPREP has identified incinerators for waste as a best practice and will be providing this information to the Pacific Island Countries.

· Mr. Talouli will soon be sending information for the ORCP appendix to Chris Curatilo and mentioned that SPREP would very much like to attend an ICS training if possible.
· CAPT Marhoffer mentioned that John Hogan from SPC has safety, security, and environmental concerns stemming from an increase in shipping:  spills, sewage, on-land waste, trash, fresh water, etc. 

· The Regional Maritime Program is taking the lead with EMO funding to send delegates to the safety symposium to discuss several scenarios.  CAPT Marhoffer suggested to call ahead to prepare. 

Break
USCG activities in Hawaii: CDR Amy Cocanour, Sector Honolulu Response 
· CDR Cocanour presented on the USS CHEHALIS, giving thanks to Kemp Skudin and Ron Worthington from SUPSALV/ESSM for attending via phone and encouraging them to interject.  The CHEHALIS has been going on for 10-15 years, but we more aggressively started planning in April & May.  In summary, the PAC Strike Team coordinated with D14, NOAA, NPFC, MLC, SUPSALV, ESM, and MUDSU-1 to complete Phase I.  The USS CHEHALIS is resting in 160 feet of water, 100 yards from the fuel pier, on its starboard side.  To support Phase I, 6 containers were shipped from the East Coast, West Coast, and Honolulu.  These containers included everything needed to support the assessment (dive gear, etc).  Kemp added that they received a lot of excellent support from the people of American Samoa.

· Request for Forces through the DOD worked well and is encouraged.

· The ideal for disposal might be to sell the fuel in American Samoa.
· CDR Cocanour mentioned that late in the operation they sought the opportunity to help test an ROV, which not only helped with the USS CHEHALIS investigation, but also helped to test the machine’s capabilities and allowed them to use this resource without cost.  Using the ROV shortened the timeline considerably, and they finished ahead of schedule.
They received daily status reports. 

· The PowerPoint for this presentation is available on the ORRT website.
· Overview PowerPoint from Sector Honolulu

· The PowerPoint for this presentation is available on the ORRT website.

USCG DRAT activities in Pago Pago:  VOSS deployment:  LT Stacey Crecy, D14 DRAT Supervisor
· August D14 pollution response trailer exercises – equipment location. 

· Not involved in the Guam spill exercise in April.

· The PowerPoint for this presentation is available on the ORRT website.

Recent USEPA Response Activity for the Hawaii and Pacific Territories: Janet Yocum, USEPA Federal On-Scene Coordinator
· Area Contingency Plan – USEPA and CG Sector Honolulu have been working together to set the boundaries and are 65% to completion.  This task should be finished by the end of the year.  An MOU will be completed that denotes that the first person on scene will contact the USEPA through the Area Committee.  The OSC for Hawaii would remain the FOSC.  Information will be added to the current Area Contingency Plan, including geographical boundary information regarding threatened and endangered species.
· Training and Exercises – The USN invited the USEPA to participate in their Lead Tank Farm scenario on Red Hill TTX. 
· The fire training went very well for both the Federal Fire Department and the Honolulu Fire Department, which is partially reflective of the plan itself. 
· Upcoming trainings include the Mercury Training that Ms. Yocum is giving on July 27, 2009, and the Federal Fire Department Equipment training on the July 28 & 29, 2009.  Also, a Fire Training on Maui will be coming up soon.  These trainings are open to any of the agencies present at the meeting.  Ms. Yocum encourages everyone’s attendance and will forward the information.
· Fireworks confiscation – Ms. Yocum has been working on this issue.  The state has been working with Customs, USCG, and anyone else involved in the confiscation of fireworks to put together an effective training.  During this training there will be a mass destruction of the previously confiscated fireworks, and the goal will be to craft a maintenance plan for the immediate destruction of fireworks. 
· Dan Meer recognized Janet’s great work on the jurisdictional boundary demarcation line.

Pesticide amnesty program in Guam:
Chris Weden, USEPA Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
In the future, Mr. Weden will be requesting the ORRT’s help in facilitating the movement of hazardous materials off of the island.

· The PowerPoint for this presentation is available on the ORRT website.

(1530) Papahanaumokuakea Monument: Scott Godwin – NOAA Sanctuary Office and Beth Flint USFWS
· The PowerPoint for this presentation is available on the ORRT website.

(1630 HST) CLOSING REMARKS: CAPT Marhoffer  

The ORRT appreciates all of the presenters and everyone who was able to last through the lengthy meeting.  The Co-Chairs and Co-Coordinators will confirm the November 13, 2009 (Saipan time zone) ORRT meeting in Saipan soon.  They are looking forward to the discussion tomorrow morning regarding vessel groundings and “ICS for Executives” level training, and hope to see everyone there.
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