Oceania Regional Response Team

Meeting Minutes 
June 6, 2007 Standing Meeting
PJKK Federal Building
Honolulu, Hawaii

Introduction from Co-Chairs:

Dan Meer, U.S. EPA

Welcoming Comments:

Mr. Laurence K. Lau, Environmental Health Administrator, Hawaii Department of Health
Updates from Co-Chair:  Capt. C. Conklin
· Chris Curatilo’s final ORRT meeting

· All-Agency risk meeting for major Hawaii hurricane was recently held in Hawaii by FEMA

· USCG ICS training (300 level) in September – may be open to other agencies if interested.
Updates from Co-Chair:  Dan Meer (PowerPoint® presentation)
· U.S. EPA Administrator’s Area of Focus
· Priority Areas for Homeland Security

· Region IX Area of Focus

· Geographic Assignments for Planning and Preparedness Activities

· Personnel Changes.
STATE AND LOCAL AGENCY UPDATES

Honolulu Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) Update: Carter Davis (PowerPoint® presentation)
· Purchased Fire Pal interactive CD intended to familiarize children with hazardous materials in the home, school, or workplace
· 11 attendees participated in Continuing Challenge
· Members participated in the CAMEO course presented by LSU
· Continue to fund hazard assessment and training activities with Tier 2 filing fees

· Examples of Projects.
Hawaii Department of Health Update:  Curtis Martin

· Overview of 350-gallon diesel fuel release in an area contaminated with UXOs; challenges included splattered fuel in UXO areas and limited access necessitating the use of a helicopter for removal.
SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS

U.S. EPA Federal Jurisdiction (Inland vs. Coastal) Evaluation:  Janet Yocum
· U.S. EPA and USCG are working to establish inland verses coastal jurisdictional boundaries.
· Janet will be working with local officials and reviewing area contingency plan to avoid duplicity

NOAA MV Solar 1 Response in Philippines: Ruth Yender (PowerPoint® presentation)
· Philippine Coast Guard requested assistance from USCG
· The USCG Pacific Strike Team and NOAA mobilized for 3 weeks

· The Philippine response supported by the PST and NOAA addressed the more than 50,000 gallon tanker release that was impacting coral reefs, seagrass beds, mangroves, villages, sandy shorelines, and seawalls.
· Response tactics included applying a variety of dispersants from boats, bulk removal, washing rocks with kerosene, and deploying a boom created with human hair.
· Challenges included: lack of unified command, exuberant press with unlimited access to the response site, very limited resources, dispersants used were largely ineffective, oil infiltrated gravel beds very deeply, kerosene application creating additional hazards by impacting workers who were not wearing proper PPE, villages that were evacuated based on unsubstantiated elevated hydrogen sulfide data, the economic hardships of the spill and evacuation on villagers.
· A second visit focusing on long-term impacts to the area showed minor stress in mangroves, but sandy and gravel beaches looked fairly well.  One is unsure if the improvements were due to the removal efforts.
DHS Reorganization/Realignment of DHS: Richard Scott Mitchem (PowerPoint® presentation)

· Background of reorganization
· FEMA-specific need post-911 and -Katrina
· NPPD reorganization.
U.S. EPA recent activities in Hawaii and Pacific Territories: Lance Richman (PowerPoint® presentation)

· CNMI – Outdated laboratory chemicals removed and disposed
· American Samoa – Contents of cylinders were identified and materials were removed.  
· American Samoa – Soil samples collected from scrap yard dump
· Hawaii- Fuel tank 1403, USN Fleet and Industrial Supply Center Upper Tank Farm, and Pearl Harbor Oil Release

· Hawaii – delivered ICS 300-400 training to Hawaii Civil Defense 

· Hawaii – Coordinated ICS 300 training for LEPC

· Guam – methamphetamine laboratory awareness training held
· Guam and CNMI – SPCC and FRP training underway
· Future work will include battery removal in Guam, and final removal/disposal of cylinders containing Methyl Bromide from American Samoa.
U.S. Coast Guard activities in Hawaii:  LCDR Chris Curatilo
· Big Island Earthquake causing pier and pipeline damage
· Super typhoon (Category 5) on Wake Island in September

· Keiko punctured tanker assessed by strike team

· Tong Cheng response

· Tank 48 Pearl Harbor response.
FEDERAL AGENCY PROGRAM UPDATES 

· DOI:  Karen Rosa discussed continuous oil release potentially impacting Kure Island and the national monument where sea turtles are nesting.
· NOAA:  John Naughton discussed the restoration project at Barbers Point, which includes DOD conducting an ordinance reef study, sediment and tissue sampling, public meetings, and investigation of arsenic hot spots.  Dr Naughton also announced his planned retirement, and plans for Ruth Yender to assume his ORRT responsibilities thereafter. 
ADDITIONAL LOCAL UPDATES
· Guam:  Guam EPA - voiced concern about air quality issues in association with volcanic ash. Is there ongoing monitoring? – USCG Sector Guam - TOPOFF is taking significant time and resources; NPREP is June 22; Mariana Islands contingency plan revisions are being conducted; Guam GWA – local water works department is creating redundancies in its wastewater treatment and drinking water distribution systems.
· CNMI:  CNMI DEQ - Requests invitation to TOPOFF 4 exercise – DHS and USCG will be in Saipan on June 11, 2007.

CLOSING REMARKS

· Dan Meer suggested that informal survey attendees be conducted regarding the benefits/disadvantages of the VTC.
· Capt. Conklin discusses the departure of LCDR Curatilo as ORRT Co-Coordinator from the group, who will be replaced by Joe Zack.  The Co-Chairs presented LCDR Curatilo a plaque from the ORRT for his work.
Attendance List for ORRT Meeting June 6, 2007

(attendance by location; in alphabetical order)
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